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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Applicant confirms the election of the claims of Group I, Claims 1-33 and 38-40 in 
response to the Restriction Requirement. Non-elected Claims 34-37 have been cancelled, 
without disclaimer or dedication of the subject matter thereof. Rather, Applicant reserves the 
right to file a divisional application on the subject matter of these claims. 

The indication of allowable subject matter in Claims 17 and 25-33 is acknowledged with 
appreciation. Claim 17 has been rewritten into independent form to incorporate the subject 
matter of the parent claims and should now be in condition for allowance. Claim 25 has also 
been rewritten into independent form to incorporate the subject matter of parent Claim 19. In 
addition, in response to the point made by the Examiner, the acronym EMF has been replaced by 
electromagnetic field and the kind of radiation has been specified. 

Independent Claims 1,19 and 27 have also been amended to overcome the Section 1 12 
issues noted by the Examiner in the Official Action. The claims now specify that the radiation is 
ionizing radiation. In addition, independent Claim 1 has been amended to recite the structure of 
the layers as previously specified in dependent Claim 4. With this amendment, the issue raised 
by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first and second paragraphs should no longer be 
applicable. Claim 1 now clearly specifies not only the structure of the composite barrier layer, 
but also the physical properties achieved by this structure. 

The claims have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and/or 103 based upon Langley et 
al. U.S. Patent No. 5,948,708. As to certain of the claims, the Examiner relies solely upon the 
Langley reference. For other claims, secondary references such as Chapman and Shah et al. are 
relied upon. Reconsideration by the Examiner and withdrawal of this rejection are respectfully 
solicited in light of the amendments which have been made to the claims and the comments 
which follow. 

The Langley reference describes a barrier fabric for use in fabricating a hazardous 
materials handling suit. The composite fabric includes a number of layers, including a chemical 
barrier, a flame barrier comprised of a fabric made from fibers selected from the group consisting 
of fiberglass, carbonized fibers, flame retardant rayon, flame retardant cotton, flame retardant 
wool and aramid fibers. Additionally, there is a barrier to radiant energy which is in the form of 
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a metallized film. The Langley reference, however, does not teach a composite barrier fabric 
having the structure and properties defined in the claims as now presented. It does not provide a 
layer which will attenuate ionizing radiation, nor does it provide the performance characteristics 
specified in independent Claim 1. Independent Claim 19 also clearly distinguishes over the cited 
prior art and represents a nonobvious departure therefrom. 

For the reasons noted, Applicant submits that the claims as now presented patentably 
distinguish over the cited prior art. Reconsideration by the Examiner and formal notification of 
the allowability of all claims as now presented are respectfully solicited. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 



Respectfully submitted, 

/ Raymond O. Linker, Jr. / 

Raymond O. Linker, Jr. 
Registration No. 26,419 

Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 

CLT01/4820357vl 



ELECTRONICALLY FILED USING THE EFS-WEB ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT & 
TRADEMARK OFFICE ON MAY 5, 2006. 



9 Of 9 



